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in Burma. On the whole, however, the results of our 1943 opera-
tions in Burma were disappointing, and it was clear that our troops
were still inferior to the Japanese in the specialised local conditions
of jungle warfare.
IV. the conquest of sicily and southern italy
The next Allied move in the Western theatre to follow on the
elimination of the Axis forces on North Africa had for some
months been warmly debated ; the Americans preferred a direct
invasion of the western seaboard, with a view to the quick libera-
tion of France and the Low Countries and the eventual invasion of
Germany across the Rhine as part of a grand converging offensive
in conjunction with the Russian armies—the plan, in fact, which
was carried out in 1944-5, and decided the issue of the war. The
British, while agreeing that this was ideally the best plan, considered
it impossible for the time being, because of the Allied shortage of
trained men, weapons, and landing equipment; under such a
handicap they not only saw no prospect of decisive success, but
feared a check or even a serious disaster, which would defer rather
than expedite the ultimate Allied victory. They preferred that the
next stage in the operations should be an attempt to eliminate Italy
by an invasion, first of Sicily, then of the mainland, success in
which would make the Mediterranean once more usable by the
severely strained Allied shipping and facilitate the liberation of
Greece and the Balkan peninsula. This point of view was accepted
at the Casablanca conference in January, 1943, and preparations
for the invasion of Sicily were at once put in hand. After consider-
able divergency of opinion and prolonged discussions, the plan of
campaign was finally settled just before the end of the Tunisian
operations in May, and the attack timed for early July.
Sicily was held by two Italian Corps, comprising four active and
five second-class coast defence divisions, and two German divisions,
which were reinforced by two more in the course of the campaign ;
these forces, in the end, totalled over 400,000 men. General
Alexander's Eighteenth Army Group, which was to carry out the
invasion, comprised General Montgomery's British Eighth Army
(XHIth Corps and XXXth Corps, 5th, 5oth, 5 ist, 78th, ist Canadian
and ist Airborne Divisions, with the 23ist Brigade from Malta)
and General Patton's American Seventh Army (one armoured,
one airborne, and four infantry divisions). The final plan was for
the whole force to land in the south-east corner of the island
between Syracuse and Licata, the British on the east, the Americans
on the west, to secure the airfields in that area, and then to advance
thence northwards on Messinat so as to cut off or compel the retreat
of the hostile troops in the west of the island* This operation was

